
Jo Willmott: Simple Guide Constructions: fear clause with subjunctive

Examples of fear clauses with the subjunctive

οὐ γὰρ ἔδεισά κω μὴ ἑσσωθέωμεν ὑπὸ Σκυθέων μάχῃ, ἀλλὰ μᾶλλον μὴ οὐ δυνάμενοι

σφέας εὑρεῖν πάθωμεν τι ἀλώμενοι.

I was not in any sense worried that we may be beaten in battle against the Scythians, but only

that we would not be able to find them and then that we may suffer something as we wander

around.

Herodotus Histories 4.97

πολλάκις γὰρ ἔμοιγ' ἐπελήλυθε καὶ τοῦτο φοβεῖσθαι, μή τι δαιμόνιον τὰ πράγματ'

ἐλαύνῃ, ὥστε λοιδορίας, φθόνου, σκώμματος, ἧστινος ἂν τύχηθ' ἕνεκ' αἰτίας

ἀνθρώπους μισθωτούς, ὧν οὐδ' ἂν ἀρνηθεῖεν ἔνιοι ὡς οὐκ εἰσὶ τοιοῦτοι, λέγειν

κελεύετε, καὶ γελᾶτε, ἄν τισι λοιδορηθῶσιν.

Often it has come over me even to fear that some demonic force is controlling the situation,

with the result that through love of insults or envy or ribaldry or whatever other excuse you

come across, you order these hired men to speak - some of them would not even deny that they

are hired - and you laugh if they insult anyone.

Demosthenes 9.53

πολλάκις γὰρ ἔμοιγ' ἐπελήλυθε καὶ τοῦτο φοβεῖσθαι, μή τι δαιμόνιον τὰ πράγματ'

ἐλαύνῃ, ὥστε λοιδορίας, φθόνου, σκώμματος, ἧστινος ἂν τύχηθ' ἕνεκ' αἰτίας

ἀνθρώπους μισθωτούς, ὧν οὐδ' ἂν ἀρνηθεῖεν ἔνιοι ὡς οὐκ εἰσὶ τοιοῦτοι, λέγειν

κελεύετε, καὶ γελᾶτε, ἄν τισι λοιδορηθῶσιν.

Often it has come over me even to fear that some demonic force is controlling the situation,

with the result that through love of insults or envy or ribaldry or whatever other excuse you

come across, you order these hired men to speak - some of them would not even deny that they

are hired - and you laugh if they insult anyone.
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