Jo Willmott: Purpose constructions in Lysias 1

The standard way to express purpose is with a purpose conjunction (like w¢ or Tva)

followed by the subjunctive or optative. For example:

oUte Xpnudtwy éveka Enpaa tadta, Tva TAOUG10G €K TEVNTOG YEVWUAL

(Lysias Speeches 1.4)

The choice of mood depends on the tense of the verb in the main clause: the so-called
'sequence of tenses'. When the verb in the main clause refers to the present (primary
sequence), the verb of the purpose clause will be in the subjunctive. When the verb refers
to the past (secondary or historic sequence), the verb in the purpose clause will usually be
in the optative, but can be in the subjunctive. According to the grammar books the

subjunctive is used in past time when the speaker wishes to be particularly 'vivid'.

In Lysias 1 we only find purpose clauses where the main clause refers to past time. In each

example the subjunctive is used rather than the optative. For example:

TPOi6VTOg 8¢ TOD XpOVou, W AVIPEC, KOV HeV ApocdokNTwWG €€ dypoD, peta 8¢ to deinvov
10 modiov €Pda kat édvuokdAavev Umo tig Oepanaivng émitndeg Avmovuevoy, va tadta
ot}

(Lysias Speeches 1.11)

The negative used in purpose clauses is un:

tva 8¢ un, omdte Aodobar déot, kivduvevn kata ti§ kAipakog katafaivovoa, Eyw YEV &vw
dnTaduny, ai 8¢ yuvaikes KATw.

(Lysias Speeches 1.9)

Purpose can also be expressed by the future participle. For example:

Kal oUtwg fon cuvelbiouévov 1y, Hote TOAANAKIG 1] YUVT| dTtfiel KdTw kabevdroovoa WG TO
nadiov, va Tov T1tOV adT® 313& Kai ur) Pod.

(Lysias Speeches 1.10)
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