Jo Willmott: Simple Guide Constructions: potential optative

Examples of the potential optative

oV ydp ol mdpa Viieg ENpeTUOL Kl £TATpOL,
ol K€V v TEumoleV € e0pén vOTA OaAdoong.

He has no ships, oarsmen or companions who could bring him back to his fatherland over the

broad back of the sea.
Homer Odyssey 4.559-60

Kaitot tig av aioxiwv €in tavtng 86&a fi dokelv xpripata nept TAeiovog moteiobat A
@ilovg;
And yet what could be more shameful than to be thought to value money more than one's

friends?
Plato Crito 44b

NPWTWV €KeTvol €l doiev Av TOUTWV T& TLotd. o1 &’ Epacav kal dodvat kai AaPeiv

€0€éAev.

They asked if they would give oaths on this. They answered that they wanted to both give and
take them.

Xenophon Anabasis 4.8

eimo1 8¢ t1g &v 81 iox0¢ éotiv altn AOnvaiwv, édv oi cuuayot Suvatol Kot xpAuaTa
elo@épeLy.
You could say that the strength of the Athenians depends on their allies being able to pay

tribute.

Xenophon Constitution of the Athenians 1.16
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Mndeta: undeic pe @avAnv kaobevi] vourlétw

und’ novxaiav, dAAa Batépov tpdmov,

Bapeiav €x0poig kal @ilototv edueviy

Medea: Let no-one think me worthless, weak and meek, but rather the other type: a burden to

enemies and a boon to friends.

Euripides Medea 807-9

Mndetia: undeic pe avAnv kacBevi] vourlétw

und’ nouvxaiav, dAAa Batépov tpdmov,

Bapeiav €x0poig kal @ilototv ebueviy

Medea: Let no-one think me worthless, weak and meek, but rather the other type: a burden to

enemies and a boon to friends.

Euripides Medea 807-9

ufte TadTa PoBOoVUEVOG ATOKAUNG 0ALTOV 0QD0AL, UATE, O EAEYEG €V TG diKaoTNpiw,
duoxepég oot yevéaBw Gti ovk &v €xo1g EEeABwV ETL Xp&o cavtdy

Do not give up saving yourself through fear of this. And do not be troubled by what you said in

the court, that if you went away you would not know what to do with yourself.

Plato Crito 45c¢

To10 T OTEVOELG TEPL GAVTOV YeVESDaL dmep Qv Kal ol €xOpol cov omevoniéy Te Kal

€omevoav ot daBeipat BouAduevor.

And you are eager to bring upon yourself just what your enemies would wish and just what

those were eager for who wished to destroy you.

Plato Crito 45c¢
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xpn O€, dmep av dvrp ayadog kai avdpeiog EAotto, Tadta aipeicbat,

you ought to choose as a good and brave man would choose

Plato Crito 45e
TwkpdTng: “4AAd uév 81,” ain y’ &v tig, “oiol té elotv fudg ol moAoi
amoktevovat.”
Socrates: Someone might say that the multitude can put us to death.

Plato Crito 48b

npdttelg dnep v doGAog 6 @avAdtatog mpdteiev, AmodidpdoKkely EMXELPGOHV TAPX TAG

ouvOnKag te Kai tag opoAoyiag kad’ ag nuiv cuvébouv oAtteveabat.

You are doing what the meanest slave would do, since you are trying to run away contrary to
the compacts and agreements you made with us that you would live in accordance with us

Plato Crito 52d

w¢ TPig av map’ domida otfjvar OéAowy’ av uaAdov 1 tekelv dnal.

Iwould prefer to enter battle by my shield three times than give birth once.
Euripides Medea 250-251

UUETG 8¢ okéPaobe Goov Av kai TodTo apaptdvorte KAéwvt teifduevor.

Only consider what a blunder you would commit in doing as Cleon recommends.

Thucydides The Peloponnesian War 3.47

Xopd¢: GAAX KTaVELY 6OV OTEPUX TOAUNTELG, YOVAL,
Mndeta: oUtw yap av pudAiota dnybein mdoig.
Chorus: Will you dare to kill your children, my lady?

Medea: That's how to punish my husband the most.

Euripides Medea 816-7
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