Jo Willmott: Simple Guide Constructions: past unreal conditional

Examples of past unreal conditionals

el yap “Ounpog einwv 8t1 AABev 6 Xpliong TG Te Buyatpdg AVTpa Pépwv kal ikétng
TOV A1V, udAtota 8¢ TV PactAéwv, UETA TOUTO U WG Xpuong YeVOUEVOG EAeyeV
AN #1106 “Ounpog, 0160’ 8t ovk &v uiunoig Av GAAX dmAf Sifynoig.

"If Homer, once he had told us that Chryses had come with the ransom for his daughter, as a
suppliant of the Achaeans and in particular the kings, if after that he had continued to speak
not as Chryses but still as Homer, you realise that it would not be imitation but simple

narration.”

Plato Republic 3 393d

ot & ebdovt’ €v vni Bofj Emi TOVTOV GyOVTEG

katbeoav eiv 10dkn, £docav &€ ol dometa ddpa,

XAAKOV T€ XpLobV T GALG €007 Td 07 DpavTny,

TOAN’, 60’ av 00d¢ Tote Tpoing é€Rpat’ ‘0dvooec,

el mep dmAuwv AABE, Aayav &rd Anfdog aioav.

They put him into their swift ships asleep and put him down on Ithaca and gave him

wonderful gifts - bronze and gold and lots of woven cloth - lots and lots - more than he would

have brought from Troy if he'd taken his share of the lot and come home unharmed.
Homer Odyssey 13.134-38

Kaitol moiag TIvog av Ekelvol map’ NUAV elpnvng €Tuxov, €1 piav udvov udxnv

nrtnénoav;

And yet what kind of peace treaty would they have got from us if they had lost but one battle?
Andocides On the Peace 19

el Tiva eiye TavTng wellw Tinwpiov émi Taig youetais, émoinoev &v.

If he had had any heavier punishment than this for the case of married women, he would have
imposed it.

Lysias Speeches 1.33
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el uev yap Adywv gipnuévwv €pyou de pundevog yeyevnuévou UeTeAOeTv EkéAevov
gkelvov, Ndikovv dv- €l 8¢ 1{dn mavtwv dramenpaypévwv kai ToAAdKiC eloeAnAvBdTog
€1g TNV oikiav TNV €UV OTIVIOOV TpOTIW EAGUPAVOV ADTOV, CWPPOVETV EUAVTOV
Ayoouny-

For if I had bidden the girl fetch him, when words alone had been spoken and no act had been
committed, I should have been in the wrong: but if, when once he had compassed all his ends,

and had frequently entered my house, I had then used any possible means to catch him, I

should have considered myself quite in order.

Lysias Speeches 1.38

el v €kelvn tf] VUkTi €yw €nePovAevov Epatocfével, mOTePOV NV UOL KPEITTOV AUTH
ETEPWOL dEIMVETV 1] TOV GUVIEITVNGOVTA HOt Eloayayeiv; oUTw Ydp Qv NTTOV
ETOAUNOEV €KETVOG EloENDETV €lg TV Olkiav.

if on that night I had designs on Eratosthenes, which was more to my advantage, —to go and
take my dinner elsewhere, or to bring in my guest to dinner with me? For in the latter case

that man would have been less likely to venture on entering my house.

Lysias Speeches 1.40

Kaitotye €1 Tpondn, ovk &v dok® LIV Kal Bepdnovtag tapaokevdoacdat Kat Toig
@iloig mapayyeidat, v’ w¢ dopaléotata uev avtoc eiofja (ti yap ridn €l Tt kdkeivog
gixe 0181ip10v;), O¢G ueTd mAeloTwv 8¢ uaptipwv TV Tiuwpiav émotovuny;

Yet if I had foreknown this, do you not think that I should have called up servants and passed
the word to my friends, in order that I might have gone in myself with all possible safety, —for

how could I tell whether he too had some weapon? —and so I might have had as many

witnesses as possible with me when I took my vengeance?

Lysias Speeches 1.41
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i &v 0OV fovAduevog éyw torodtov kiviuvov ékivdivevov, i un T0 uéylotov TV
&diknudtwv i O adtod AdikNuévog;
For what object, then, should I run so grave a risk, unless I had received from him the greatest

of injuries?

Lysias Speeches 1.45

el kal a0Tog [piapog cuvoikee EAEvT, amododvat av adthv toict Axatoiot, uéAAovtd
YE 1) T@V mapedvtwv Kak&®V analayroesdat.
If Priam himself had lived with Helen he would have giiven her back to the Greeks, if we would

have escaped from his current troubles.

Herodotus Histories 2.120
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