Jo Willmott: Simple Guide Constructions: optative in indirect speech

Examples of the optative in indirect speech

émel 8¢ T& TV Be®V KaAAQG eixev, Hpxeto mdAv Oe. “étiyxavov Aéywv 8t moAai
kol kohad EAmideg Muiv eiev cwtnpiag.

When the religious rites had been completed, he began again as follows. I was just saying that

we have many good hopes of being saved.

Xenophon Anabasis 3.2.10

Emel Oe T TV BV KaA®G €ixev, fipxeTo maAv wde. “étvyxavov Aéywv 6Tt ToAAal
Kal Kadai EATideG UiV elev owtnpiag.

When the religious rites had been completed, he began again as follows. I was just saying that

we have many good hopes of being saved.

Xenophon Anabasis 3.2.10

Kal 0G TO HeEV TPATOV WKVEL TE Kol 0L Ttavu f0eAev amokpivacOar €nelta puévrot einev
411 ot dokol cwPPocLVN €ivat TO KOOUIWG VTR TTPATTELV KAl OLXT, £V Te Taig 0801g
Padilerv kai dradéyeoBat, kai T& GAAX TdVTa WoaOTWS TOLETV. Kal ot dokel, £¢n,
GLAANPINV floux1dTNG TIG Eivat 6 EpWTEG

And he at first was hesitant and didn't want to answer. But then he said that he thought that

moderation was doing everything quietly and in an orderly fashion.

Plato Charmides 159b

gmerta Og KAl TOUG CLKOPAVTAG EDepdTeVOV, £10¢ 6TL TABELY UAAAOV KAKWG TKAVOG
€NV 1] Totfjoat EKEIVOUG.

Then I flattered the blackmailers too, knowing that I was more likely to suffer injustice at their

hands than to inflict it on them.

Xenophon Symposium 4.30
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€vOa 81 pocEpxeTal ZEVOPDOVTL TWV TEATAGTAOV GvTip AOVNOL EoKWV
dedovAevkévat, Aywv GTL yryvwoKot TV gwviv TGV dvOponwv.

Then one of the peltasts came up to Xenophon claiming to be a slave and saying that he knew

the language of the enemy.

Xenophon Anabasis 4.8
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