Introduction to Homeric Grammar

Some important features of Homer’s dialect (RG 255)

* lack of augment

. dative plurals in —o1, -€00l

 more n than a: in article Taig = TnG etc. No Attic a after p, €, 1 e.g. Bupnoi

*  genitive singular in — 010 and —ao

. infinitives in —pev, -peval, -evai

« use of oi to mean ‘to him, her’, and Tol meaning ‘to you’

« definite articles oi, ai appear also as T0i, Tai

« use of definite article to mean ‘he’, ‘she’, ‘it’, ‘they’

+ tmesis = the splitting of the prefix of a verb from the verb which it ‘goes with’

. kev for av

But they’re not that frequent.

So why is Homer difficult? Some more features:
e O@I as dative pronoun ‘to him’, ogiv ‘ to them’
. MIv as accusative pronoun ‘him’
*  Lack of contraction
»  Different paradigm for vaug ship
«  Attic: vadg, vadv, véwg, vni, Vijeg, vadg, vewv, valol
Homeric: vnig, vija (vea), vnog (veog), vni, vAeg (veeg), viag (veag), vnv

(vewv), vnuoi (vieoaol, véeoal)

Also epithets and formulas
«  A&kaxAuevol ATop
s VEeg WIATOTTAPNOI

«  vijag éucoéAuoug

Just vocab?

Translations used?



